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arly thismonth, Attorney General Wil-

liam French Smith revoked Carter Ad-
ministration guidelines that limited legal
recourse against current or former govern-
ment employees who publish information
about intelligence work without clearing it
with the government first. Smith obviously
meant business: NEWSWEEK learned last
week that the Justice Department plans to
sue former CIA director William E. Colby
for publishing his memoir, “Honorable
Men,” without clearing all editions with his
former employer. Justice officials said the

Colby case did not portend a barrage of

lawsuits against leakers of seansitive infor-
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. Colby: His loyalty to the CIA isn’t at issue

mation; the idea was to send a message that
the Admlmstrahon would not tolerate
breaches of the legal contracts between gov-
ernment workersand theiremployer.

The Colby case was also designed to “get
at the heart of the question of whether we
deal only with the little fish,” said a senior
Administration official. Colby’s alleged
breach of security occurred in 1978 when
galley proofs of his book reached a French
pubhsher before the CIA could demand
that its former chief delete certain passages.
In those passages, Colby revealed that the
CIA spy ship Glomar Explorerhad failed in
its attempt to recover nuclear missiles,
steering and transmission devices and codes

. from a Russian submarine three miles be-
low the surface of the Pacific Ocean.

Consent: There was no question that
Colby’s book was entirely loyal to the
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The Colby caseist
Reagan Administrs
leaks of information
It was learned that ¢
ordered several invy
natjonal-security bn

ance of State Department policy papers on
southern Africa, the removal of MX-
missile studies from the Pentagon
and the acqmsttlon by NBC’s Marvin
Kalb of position papers on Pakistan.
Similarly, CIA director William J.
Casey has asked for a special FBI
team toconduct aninternalinvestiga- .
tion of agency leaks—a request the |
bureau has rejected because its top
officials do not believe that the FBI
should be working for the agency. |
Irritated: Less sensitive leaks are !
“more of an annoyance,” says Presi- .
dential Counselor Edwin Meese, but .
the White House is tracking them as
well. After The New York Times sug- :
gested in June that Reagan was will-
ing to compromise on his tax bill,
irritated aides checked Secret Service
computer logs to learn which officials
the reporter had seen. The leak was -
traced to budget director David
Stockman. Stockman’s job isn’t in -
danger, but it is the chilling prospect :

fired—that keeps most potential
leakers in line. :

Intimidation may bethebest weap-
on against leakers simply becauseit is
so difficult to prosecute them. Feder-
al law prohibits the unauthorized dissemi- !
nation of national-security information, but .
the statutes are “so vague as to be virtually
worthless,” says a former CIA official. De- !
fendantsalsocanresortto “graymail:” forc-"
ing the government to disclose even more
sensitive information so that a jury can de-
cide the relative importance of the leaked
material.

Given the legal and practical pitfalls, the
Administration is searching for more effec-
tive ways to stop leaks: not passing some
information to leak-prone departments and
routinely collecting important briefing
books after meetings. Attorney General
Smith’s new edict on unauthorized publica-
tion of sensitive information may help to
keep such information in the files—but
lcaﬁ of less sensitive material may smply :
be beyond control. i
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of being found out—and possibly |-



